To the Daily Tarheel

August 29, 2009

Mixed Metaphor

Domenic Powell compares the local chapter of Youth for Western 

Civilization to a rotten apple, referring to Marcus Epstein's 

"early leadership in the YWC".  Perhaps Powell obtained his 

information from the "one people's project" which "exposed" 

Marcus Epstein, claiming that he "made his most prominent move 

early in 2009, when he along with members of a right-wing youth 

activist training outfit called the Leadership Institute started 

a group called Youth for Western Civilization. It is a vile, vile 

group who's members focus is, as their site maintains, to 

'educate, organize and train activists on campuses across the 

nation to create a culture that will promote the survival of 

Western Civilization and pride in Western heritage'".  I am at a 

loss to know what is vile in this statement.  What is vile and 

perhaps  fascist is the disruption of University sanctioned 

events because of disagreement with views that may be expressed.  

Epstein is not a member or founder of the YWC; he is executive 

director of The American Cause, founded by Pat Buchanan and of 

Team America, founded by Tom Tancredo.    The YWC website lists 

Kevin DeAnna, a graduate student at American University, as the 

sole founder.   Epstein is a friend of Kevin Deanna, the 

President of YWC, so perhaps Powell infers guilt by association 

as in the McCarthy era.  Clearly Epstein is a disturbed 

individual who committed a despicable act two years ago;  It is 

reported that his July 7, 2007 arrest resulted in the requirement 

that he seek therapy for mental illness, go to substance abuse 

rehab, write a letter of apology to his victim, and donate $1000 

to the United Negro College Fund.  Evidently he fulfilled these 

requirements and the case was dismissed on July 8 of this year.  

According to Bay Buchanan, 

(www.humanevents.com/article.php?id=32155), Epstein admits that 

his behavior is inexcusable.  This is more than can be said for 

Haley Koch who appears to be wallowing in self pity, complaining 

that for UNC-CH "to do this to one of their students is pretty 

appalling,"  Her defenders claim that HER free speech rights were 

violated and that she broke no law.  A formal complaint states 

that the "actions of the campus police have been unwarranted, 

unnecessary and politically motivated with the intent of 

spreading a chill across campus to silence free speech and 

expression."  What chutzpah!  North Carolina Statute 14-288.4 (a) 

(6) defines disorderly conduct as "a public disturbance 

intentionally caused by any person who ... engages in conduct 

which disturbs the peace, order or discipline at any public or 

private educational institution." It is obvious that this is what 

Koch and the other protesters were doing.  Ms. Koch should accept 

the consequences of her unlawful behavior without complaint.  If 

they had any ethical principles, her associates would join her.

Powell refers to a statement on the YWC blog that "Islam is 

"barbaric" and "incompatible" with capitalism and democracy".  

This is in a 2600 word letter from a YWC member in Massachusetts 

attacking Barack Obama.  The full quotations is "Does Obama truly 

realize what he says when he asserts that the principles upon 

which Our Nation was built ... are compatible with the ideology 

which orders its believers to kill all those who deny its 

supremacy and refuse to submit to its <B>barbaric rule."  The 

policy stated on the YWC website is "there is no religious 

requirement for membership in YWC and we welcome members of all 

faiths."  

Powell states "Yet for the sake of defending free speech, many 

want to see the YWC stick around. One such proponent of the 

ideological free market is Elliot Cramer, who, while not agreeing 

with the organization, does not want to see students succumb to 

de facto censorship."  It's more than free speech and censorship;  

unlike others in this community, I, a card carrying member of the 

ACLU, welcome open debate about controversial issues.  Both 

Professor Clemens and I believe in a free market of ideas.  I 

hope that in the coming months, the local YWC chapter will have 

speakers discussing controversial topics with free and open 

discussion  without disruption.  Perhaps Haley Koch and her 

friends will have learned something about democracy from all that 

has happened and will participate in a peaceful manner.

Elliot M. Cramer

Professor Emeritus

Department of Psychology

	
	

	
	


	
	


Subject:            youth for western civiliization

Date:               Thu, 03 Sep 2009 09:15:06 -0400

From:               Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

To:                 dthedit@gmail.com

I wonder if you are going to publish this response to your

misleading article

_________________________________________________________

Subject:  Re: Voicing the views of our campus

Date:  Fri, 4 Sep 2009 16:19:44 -0400

From:  Harrison Jobe <hjobe@email.unc.edu>

To:  Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

This was not published because you appear to have you facts 

wrong.

According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, Epstein is in fact 

one of the founders: "One of the group's founders, Marcus 

Epstein, is a frequent contributor to the white nationalist hate 

website VDARE.com." 

(http://www.splcenter.org/blog/2009/02/26/white-nationalist-linked-right-wing-youth-group-debuts-at-cpac/)

In Powell's column he states: "In June, it became public that 

D.C.-based Marcus Epstein, whose early leadership in the YWC has 

since been well-ensconced, lobbed a karate chop at the head of an 

African-American woman while uttering one of the most reviled of 

racial slurs at her. "

In addition, your 700+ word letter was well over our 250 word 

limit.

I hope that answers your question. Thanks.

H

Harrison Jobe

Opinion Editor - The Daily Tar Heel

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Political Science, Sexuality Studies

harrisonjobe@gmail.com

336.508.4286

________________________________________________________________

Date:  Fri, 04 Sep 2009 17:31:46 -0400

From:  Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

To:  Harrison Jobe <hjobe@email.unc.edu>

No; it is you and Powell who have the facts wrong.  The Southern

Poverty Law Center is hardly an authority; they are simply

repeating what was said by the "one peoples project".  I am

surprised that an editor of the Tarheel  would rely on a tertiary

source.  The articles of incorporation are on the website

www.westernyouth.org and show Kevin DeAnna as the incorporator.

He says on the website that he is the sole founder and I have

spoken to him.  The author of the article that I criticized could

have called him at 973.735.4962 as you can.  Epstein is nowhere

mentioned on the YWC website and is not a student and is not

eligible for membership.  It is only OPP that claims him to be a

founder.  Others, such as you and Powell, have simply repeated 

this claim.

This is an example of the "big lie" theory of Josef Goebbels.

I could not care less what Epstein writes to Vdare.com;  I do not

know that it is a "white nationalist hate website" and neither do

you.  I apparently have an advantage over you that I have

actually LOOKED at the website.  They reply to that allegation at

www.vdare.com/pb/060724_vdare.htm.  It appears to me that Vdare

is a right-wing group with which I am not sympathetic, but it has

nothing to do with my letter and the local chapter of YWC of

which I shall be the faculty sponsor if it is accepted by the

University.

According to the Tar Heal, this was supposed to be a  "new year 

with high standards".  The Powell  article did not meet any 

reasonable standards of accuracy.  I was not even the faculty 

sponsor then as he claims.  I believe that a responsible news 

organization would publish a response of comparable length.   If 

not, I would like you to publish THIS letter.

Elliot M. Cramer

Professor Emeritus

Date:  Fri, 4 Sep 2009 17:47:34 -0400

From:  Harrison Jobe <hjobe@email.unc.edu>

To:  Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

I disagree with your assertion that The Southern Poverty Law 

Center is not a reputable organization. I trust their 

documentation on hate groups. I'm also interested in how you know 

that they are "simply repeating what was said by the one peoples 

project" and that I have not "LOOKED" at the website.

I simply see no reason for a correction.

You are more than welcome to submit a letter to the editor (250 

words) on your opinion, but no false information in it will be 

published.

H

Harrison Jobe

________________________________________________________________

Date:  Fri, 04 Sep 2009 18:20:22 -0400

From:  Elliot Cramer <cramer@email.unc.edu>

To:  Harrison Jobe <hjobe@email.unc.edu>, pnikhil 

Evidently you have your own agenda.  I did not say that "The 

Southern Poverty Law Center is not a reputable organization"; I 

said "The Southern Poverty Law Center is hardly an authority;"   

You have already published false information and you have no 

basis for claiming that my statements are false.  It is a sad day 

when the Tar Heel censors opposing views based on the uninformed 

opinion of an editor.

